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The Lost History of Bechtel 
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Budget Ideas for Tough Fiscal Times - 

The MisInformer is happy to offer Governor Romney 

and the legislature ideas to narrow the budget gap. 

* A $10 per minute fee for all speakers at the 
Democratic National Convention in 2004. 
Expected revenue: $1 billion. 

* A $100 fine for every motorist in the wrong 
lane in the new I-90 and soon-to-be-opened I-93 
tunnels. Expected revenue: $100 million. 

* A 10 percent litigation fee surcharge for all 
lawyers fees involved in Runway 14/32 lawsuits. 
Expected revenue: $2 billion. 

* Make all eight acres of surface artery open 
space into Victory Gardens, saving $31 million 
in capital costs, $6 million annual maintenance 
costs, plus $100 million savings by cancelling 
all future meetings on this subject. 

* Install slot machines on all MBTA platforms 
to distract passengers while they wait...and wait. 
Expected revenue: $1 billion. 

* Reduce legislative session to one week per year, 
saving $1 billion and vastly improving efficiency. 

* Sell “premium” resident parking stickers that 
allow permit holders to park on the Commonwealth 
Mall, City Hall Plaza, and in front of the Public 
Library. Expected revenue: $900,000. 
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Parking Solutions - 
The City of Boston’s 
“Park Smart” and “Keep 
Boston Moving” are 
combining creative ideas 
for dealing with parking. 
The latest proposals 
include legal double 
parking on Boylston 
Street (alternate sides of 
the street on even-odd 
days). In combining the 
state’s homelessness 
problem and dumping its SUV fleet, 
these vehicles are being retrofitted as 
SROs as they are typically bigger than 
the average single-room-occupancy 
unit. Further, the SUVs can be 
relocated to areas of immediate need 
and can be parked near the City’s 
new public toilets. 

As part of Keep Boston Moving, 
the City is reassigning personnel to 
meet commuters as they arrive, drive 
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We Cover the World - After 
newspaper reports about the mark Bechtel 
Corp. has made in the world, the Boston 
Misinformer's crack research team did 
some of its own digging. 

Recently discovered stone tablets buried 
near the 2000 B.C. Ziggurat at Ur reveal 
hieroglyphics which appear to spell out 
the name Bechtel and an assortment of 
incomprehensible accounting records. 
Also discovered was a record of a lawsuit 
brought by the king’s son for the costs of 
maintaining a temporary tomb for his father 
because of delays in completing the 
structure. 

Inrecent excavations atthe Colosseum 
in Rome, fragments of clothing have been 
found with the Bechtel logo. Apparently 
the wearers were thrown to the lions with 
the crowd calling “non festina lente” (rough 
translation: “no more fast-track”). And in 
Pisa, Italy, construction drawings have 
been found for a tower, but missing is the 
ground plane line. The plans were signed 
by a Senor Bechteli. 








Ease the Crunch: Public Parking on Boston Common 


their cars around all day, and return the 
cars for the commuters’ return trip. 
Underused open space areas are being 
eyed for parking, including the new plaza 
in front of the Library, currently being 
striped. The Public Garden is apparently 
off limits (except limited valet parking 
for the Ritz on occasion) but the 
Common, at more than 40 acres of 
relatively open park(ing) land could be 
fertile ground for some 400-500 vehicles. 
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New Uses for Convention Center — 

With both tourist and convention business in 

a slump with no turnaround in sight, the 

Pioneer Institute has issued an analysis of 

alternative uses forthe new Convention Cen- 

ter in South Boston to fill the gap between the 

high-end conventions: 

* International restaurant/food court, simi- 

lar to Washington, DC 

* International tractor pull 

* Rodeo 

* Petting zoo 

* MCAS study hall 

* Overflow classrooms for students held 
back for failing MCAS 

* Casino 

* Single campus for all state colleges 

* Velodrome 

* Storage for new MBTA Green Line cars 
until they work 
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How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days—the dramatic story of the FBI pursuit 
of Whitey Bulger 


All the Real Girls—a fascinating documentary 
of the career paths of Jane Swift, Virginia 
Buckingham and Shannon O’Brien 



















3) FYI—ATC has learned that DNA 
and BRA are awaiting the arrival of the 
DNC and have concerns about a possible 
SNAFU with the MBTA and the El. 
The MBTA, working with the BSA, 
BBA,MTA, BHCA, MGH, andCW/SWA, 
=| is developing an IAG and TAPA for the 
MCCCA. BTD, ABC, BBAC, and MHC 
are seeking funding from DHCD, MHP, 
DND, and MHIC but MHD is looking for 
new letters to assign to new alphabets. 


The Hours—a suspense story of how Bechtel 
arrives at its Big Dig billings and will the bills be 
paid 





Two Weeks Notice—a horror movie about the 
wave of firings in state government . 


Daredevil—a stunning documentary about Governor Mitt Romney chal- 
lenging all the sacred cows of state government 


Blind Spot—a mystery story about the BRA’s inability to see the prob- 
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between UMass President William Bulger and Governor Mitt Romney Bx] « Camival with Ferris Wheel 


* Shelter for laid-off state employees 









@ Saltonstall Building Redevelop- 
ment—The new condominium at the Sal- 
tonstall Building on Bowdoin and Cam- 
bridge streets will become the state’s first 
“sustainable” housing for its employees. 
Harkening back to the days of “company 
housing” as an instrument of labor force 
control, the state views giving workers a 
place to live just steps away from their 
cubicles as “smart growth.” Housing costs 
will be deducted from employees’ salaries, 
saving $1 million plus increased efficiency, 
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HEADLINES 
YOU’LL NEVER READ 


x City of Boston commits to fund all city 
parks to same level as Surface Artery parks 

% Steve Kaiser speaks at Artery dedication 

% Bechtel admits it wasted billions of taxpay 
ers’ dollars; will refund money 


% MBTA details plan for running reliable E- 
Line trolley service to Arborway 

% Massport agrees Runway 14/32 justification 
is a decade obsolete; cancels runway 

% WalkBoston expands Safe Routes to 
Schools program to Safe Routes to Work; 
assists Menino to walk from MBTA statio 


% MBTA Blue Line—Red Line Connection 
begins construction 


% City of Boston to subsidize all Midtown 
Ctltural District theaters with City funds 























NEWS FLASH! 
Gov. Romney Outlaws Useless Meetings 

In a desperate attempt to keep his sanity and the 
collective sanity of residents of the Commonwealth, 
Governor Mitt Romney has declared an end to all 
meetings that have no identifiable purpose, seek no 
real input from attendees, and result in no action or 
agreement. 

The Governor estimated his edict will save close 
to 600 hours per day of agency and State House staff 
time, freeing staff to do the work they are trained 
for. Romney also predicted that civic-minded resi- 
dents who normally drag themselves to night meet- 
ings would gain about 26 hours per month by not 
having to go to useless meetings. He said MCAS 
f ee . passing rates would rise with parents at home “help- 
Abbi Ciddededly ing their children with schoolwork” or watching 
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Design Review Historically Tricky 


As a follow-up to the recent Kenmore Square hotel 
design vs. reality coverage, the MisInformerresearched 
design review processes and results from historic loca- 
tions with shocking results. The research shows that 
many a slip between the cup and the lip can occur from 
design approval to execution. 

Records reveal that the Bruges Town Council mem- 
bers were “surprised” after the exterior construction 
canvas shroud was removed from the Cloth Hall and 
Belfry. The Council had approved a drawing described 
as being “similar” to the Antwerp Cathedral tower. 
When questioned about the completed building, the 
developer stated that the tower was indeed vertical, 
contained arches, clocks, a number of buttresses and 
“what is there is what we talked about.” 

The MisInformer research team also found that the 
John F. Kennedy Federal Building was approved be- 
cause Officials thought there would be two towers. The 
federal government, however, realized it would be 
cheaper to build a long, four-story building, so the 

























































When asked what would happen to some state em- 
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aul 4 ' - ' | ployees who seemed to spend 90 percent of their time 
planners simply rotated one of the towers on the Design approved by Cloth Hall & Belfry as built:} in useless meetings, Romney said they could be re- 
drawings. Bruges Council Its all there. trained as lawyers for the Commonwealth. 





Welcome to The Boston MisInformer, 


You Were Asking 
the annual April Fool’s issue of The Boston Informer, an 
otherwise “serious” newsletter covering development, con- 
struction and transportation downtown. 


. The MBTA distinguishes its rapid transit lines by 
color (Blue, Green, Orange, Red, Silver). Isn't this 
non-compliant with the Americans with Disabili- 
ties Act (ADA) since it discriminates against the 
color-differentiation challenged? 

A. Probably. 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap! ). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or 
e-mail: Boston Informer@cs.com. Web: www.bostoninformer.com. 


. Does Mayor Menino have a plan for all the trash 
lying around on the streets and sidewalks? 

A. Yes. In these tough fiscal times, the City of Boston 
has decided to discontinue street sweeping and 
litter pick-up and will wait to require an eager 
developer to pick up trash over a minimum 10- 
block area. 


. The final cost of the Big Dig is going to be about 
$15 billion. Can you give me an idea of how much 
money this really is? 

. Fifteen billion one-dollar bills laid side-by-side on 
the ground would more than cover the entire City of 
Boston (56 sq. miles of bills vs. 46 sq. miles of Boston). 


. Mykid'shistorytext- fee SS af 
book had a striking #See Sees 
image of a Tikal [Rey : 
temple.I havea funny 
feeling I have seen 
this structure in Bos- 
ton...did Bechtel steal 
the temple's basic de- 
sign for the Central 
Artery/Tunnel vent 

Boston finds a way around the buildings? 
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